Adjusting measures of physician availability to reflect importation of physician services into rural areas.
Recent changes in the organization and delivery of physician services in rural areas suggest the need to update how physician availability is viewed and measured. The objective of this study was to empirically examine the effect of rural hospitals contracting with outside physicians for part or all of their emergency room coverage, and the use of urban specialists to staff outpatient clinics, on measures used to assess physician availability. Based on data from one rural state, the findings demonstrate the importance of adjusting for the importation of physician services into rural areas.